
Jacksonville Florida Times Union - 08/13/2025 Page : A01

August 13, 2025 1:22 pm (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2025 | JACKSONVILLE.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

WGFEIG-00100u
Volume 160 | No. 222
Subscribe 904-359-4255
©2025 $2.50

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
jacksonville.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and
sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

Living with Parkinson’s Disease or Essential Tremor?
Join Us to Learn More About Advanced Options for Parkinson’s Disease & Essential Tremor.

Family and friends are welcome to attend this educational event. *FREE meal provided.
Date: Monday, August 18, 2025

Time: 6 - DINNER served
Location: Aloft Hotel at Tapestry Park,

4812 West Deer Lake Drive , Jacksonville, FL, 32246

Speaker: Dr. Kartik Mangipudi, M.D.
University of Florida

Register to Attend at: https://learndbs.com/1634
or scan the QR code:

RSVP also available by phone: Alaine Keebaugh, PhD (c) 770-356-6410

Gov. Ron DeSantis on Aug. 12 named
state Sen. Jay Collins, R-Tampa, as the
state’s next lieutenant governor, ending
a six-month vacancy in the position.
Jeanette Nuñez, the previous lieu-

tenant governor, left the offi�ce in Febru-
ary to be interimpresident of Florida In-
ternational University in Fort Lauder-
dale. She has since become the perma-
nent president.
Collins, a former Green Beret who

lost his leg in service and a state senator
since 2022, is a staunch DeSantis ally.
They also share a military background:

DeSantis was aNavy JAG
offi�cer.
DeSantis noted Col-

lins helped coordinate
rescue fl�ights for Florida
residents in Israel when
Iran launched rockets fol-
lowing an Israeli strike in

Iran in April.
“Sen. Jay Collins is the Chuck Norris

of Florida politics,” DeSantis said at the
Tampa Green Beret Association. “Jay
has amassed a conservative record that
is second to none.”
His appointment signals a legacy-

building move on the part of the term-
limited governor, setting Collins up as a

standard-bearer who could challenge
Republican U.S. Rep. Byron Donalds,
endorsed by President Donald Trump,
in the 2026 primary.
DeSantis hasn’t endorsed Donalds,

who started his campaign in February,
and a decision by fi�rst lady Casey De-
Santis to run to succeed her husband,
which has been speculated for months,
hasn’t materialized.
“We must not slow down,” Collins

said shortly after taking the oath of of-
fi�ce. “We can’t reverse course and revert
to many of the failed policies and mis-
guided prioritieswe’ve seen comeout of
Congress.”
The post of lieutenant governor,

which has no set duties except to take
over as governor when needed, pays
$135,516 per year. The governor earns
$141,400 per year.
The Florida Constitution says the

person in the role “shall perform such
duties pertaining to the offi�ce of gover-
nor as shall be assigned by the governor,
exceptwhen otherwise provided by law,
and such other duties as may be pre-
scribed by law.”
Nuñez, for example, chaired the

Space Florida Board of Directors, “over-
saw the Florida Department of Health,
led the Florida Cybersecurity Advisory

DeSantis taps Sen. Collins to be FL lieutenant governor
Gray Rohrer and C. A. Bridges
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Collins

See COLLINS, Page 4A

Infl�ation held steady in July as
President Donald Trump’s sweeping
import tariff�s took a toll on some U.S.
consumer prices.
Prices overall increased 2.7% froma

year earlier, similarly to June, accord-
ing to the Labor Department’s con-
sumer price index, a measure of aver-
age changes in goods and services
costs.
On amonthly basis, costs increased

0.2% after rising 0.3% the previous
month.
But an underlying infl�ation mea-

sure accelerated more than expected
as prices of some goods typically im-
ported from China, such as furniture
and video and audio products, rose
sharply.
Core infl�ation,which excludes vola-

tile food and energy items and is
watched closely by the Federal Re-
serve because it better refl�ects longer-
term trends, increased 0.3% — a six-
month high — after rising 0.2% in
June.Thatnudged theannual increase
from 2.9% to 3.1%, the highest since
February.
Some economists said the numbers

won’t be enough to keep the Federal
Reserve from cutting interest rates in
September.
Looking at the details, gasoline

prices fell 2.2%, the fi�fth drop in the
last six months, and are down 9.5%
over the past year. Regular unleaded
averaged $3.14 a gallon Aug. 11, down
from $3.16 a month ago and $3.45 a
year ago, according to AAA.
Oil prices have fallen this year on

concerns the trade war will hurt the
global economy and increased oil pro-
duction by OPEC countries. That has
led gas prices lower.
Average rent increased 0.3%, push-

ing down the annual increase to 3.5%,
the smallest since December 2021.
Lower rents for new leases are fi�nally
pulling down rates for existing ten-
ants.

Infl�ation
steady
as tariff�s
take toll
Long-term trend fi�gure
up by most in 6 months

Paul Davidson
USA TODAY

See ECONOMY, Page 6A

T
en years ago, driving through Nassau County most likely

meanta longstretchofpine forestand“justpassing through.”

h Few thought of this area as a destination until the fi�rst

shovel turned over the dirt of what would becomeWildlight.

h Today, the pine trees still rise tall, but between themare trails, homes,

schools and storefronts. There’s a Publix and a state-of-the-art UF

Health facility in what was once an anonymous stretch of land. h Over
the last near-decade, Wildlight has become one of the most ambitious

and thoughtfully executed developments in the Southeast, according to

Wes Hinton, vice president of Wildlight. h “We’ve been focused on

building community and all the things that that means,” he said.

A town in the making

Spanning 24,000 acres in Nassau
County — about 25 minutes north of
Jacksonville and just south of the Geor-
gia border — Wildlight was never in-
tended to be a typical subdivision.
From the start, the visionwas bigger:

aplacewhereneighborhoodsnestle into
preserved woodlands, where families
can walk to school and where every de-
cision, from road layout to retail part-
nerships, supports a sense of connec-
tion.
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BOOMING
WILDLIGHT
Nassau
County
town of
2,000
seeing
robust
growth,
set to
expand
with
new
district

Alexandria Mansfi�eld Jacksonville Florida Times-Union | USA TODAY NETWORK

“We have a little something for

everybody. That’s what makes

it work.”
Wes Hinton
Vice president of Wildlight

BELOW: Rita’s
Italian Ice is
one of the
many stores
at the
Crossings at
Wildlight.
PHOTOS BY COREY

PERRINE/FLORIDA
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See WILDLIGHT, Page 6A
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And the results speak for them-
selves, Hinton said. Today, Wildlight is
home to an estimated 2,000 residents
and off�ers an array of housing types —
from stylish apartments and town-
homes to active adult villas andassisted
living.
TheadditionofWildlight Elementary

School was amajor turning point for the
area in 2017, truly solidifying it as its
own community.
“Wehave a little something for every-

body,” Hinton said. “That’s what makes
it work.”
Most neighborhoods in the original

phase have sold out, with the exception
of Del Webb Wildlight, a 55-plus com-
munity that is now about 60% built out.
But Wildlight is far from fi�nished.

The newest district

To better organize growth, Wildlight
recently introduced the concept of “dis-
tricts,” with the fi�rst completed one
many resident nowcall home the “Town
District.”
The vibrant, mixed-use core where

Wildlight fi�rst took root is “downtown”

for the community, Hinton said, though
itwill “eventually be our historic district
— because this is where it all started.”
As the Town District continues to

evolve, a new neighborhood, Westerly
Park, is also underway. Tucked into the
southwest corner of the district, West-
erly Park will feature a range of housing
types, from townhomes to single-family
homes, on varying lot sizes.
Models are currentlyunder construc-

tion and are expected to open in early
2026, with the fi�rst homes available for
sale as early as fall 2025.
These will be the last residential

units in the Town District, Hinton not-
ed, before the next phase ofWildlight is
fully underway.
Retail and entertainment will soon

follow — though Hinton emphasized
they aren’t looking to replicate the typ-
ical stripmall formula. Instead, they are
looking for uses “that serve the commu-
nity” and give experiences to the fam-
ilies who live there and in the surround-
ing areas.
“We’ve built something special, and

wewant thenext chapter to refl�ect that,”
he said.
As the Town District nears comple-

tion, Wildlight is preparing to break
ground on a new area with an entirely
diff�erent feel. Located about seven
miles east of the original project near

Chester Road, the Garden District will
off�er a more nature-focused lifestyle.
Where the Town District is more vi-

brant and commercial, the Garden Dis-
trict will be quieter and greener, Hinton
said.
“The existing environment is already

so beautiful,” he said. “We’re designing
the community to fi�t into it, not the oth-
er way around.”
While specifi�c details are still under

wraps, the Garden District will eventu-
ally stretch toward the St. Mary’s River
and Bells River, off�ering views and ac-
cess to some of the most scenic water-
ways in the region.
An offi�cial announcement about this

next phase is expected in the coming
months.

‘Thoughtful expansion’

Wildlight is growing—and fast—but
not recklessly. The post-pandemic
housing boom brought an infl�ux of new
interest to Northeast Florida, and
Wildlight was uniquely positioned to
meet that demand, Hinton said, but the
team isn’t in a rush.
“It would be easy to build something

that looks the same everywhere,” he
said, “but we don’t want that. We don’t
want Wildlight to feel homogenous.
Each neighborhood should have its own

identity. We want to take the best parts
of how real communities grow and help
guide that process, not force it.”
That means careful planning, long

timelines and occasionally telling in-
vestors or developers “not yet.”
“Sometimes the hardest part is being

patient,” Hinton admits. “But we’re fo-
cused on the quality. It’s not about how
fast we go — it’s about making some-
thing that’s really special.”
With tens of thousands of acres still

to bedeveloped,Wildlight’s future is ex-
pansive.
Full buildout could someday support

50,000 to 60,000 residents, Hinton
said, a true town by any standards.
But that growthwill come in chapters

with a focus on the values that launched
Wildlight: thoughtful design, environ-
mental stewardship and a commitment
to real community.
“Wewant this to be aplacepeople are

proud to live,” Hinton says. “Proud to
raise their kids here. Proud to grow old
here. That’s what keeps us going.”
Nearly 10 years in, Wildlight has al-

ready transformed the landscape of
Nassau County, and it promises to be
more than just a neighborhood in
Northeast Florida as leaders set their
sights on a lasting legacy.

Wildlight
Continued from Page 1A

Housing costs have been the biggest
infl�ation driver, making up 35% of over-
all price increases in July.
Other service costs also increased

sharply. Airline fares jumped 4% after
falling for several months. Medical care
costs rose 0.8%, and car maintenance
and repair bills jumped 1%.
But car insurance costs, which gen-

erally have surged since the pandemic,
edged up just 0.1%, and hotel rates fell
1%.
Grocery costs dipped 0.1% following

a 0.3% rise the previous month.
Egg prices tumbled 3.9%, continuing

a recent decline amid the easing of a
bird fl�u outbreak that had caused prices
to soar. Other staples also got less ex-
pensive, with breakfast cereal prices
down 0.7%; rice off� 0.6%; chicken,
0.4%; and fresh fi�sh and seafood, 0.5%.
Some other items got pricier, with

uncooked ground beef rising 2.4%; ba-
con, 0.6%; and bread, 0.4%.
Infl�ation has been pulled by confl�ict-

ing forces this year. On the one hand,
servicesprices that soared following the
COVID-19 pandemic have climbedmore
modestly or drifted lower.
Rent hikes, for example, have soft-

ened. Wage increases have slowed as
pandemic-related labor shortages
eased. And Americans grappling with
higher infl�ation have reined in their
spending on travel and recreational ac-
tivities, generally lowering airfares and
hotel rates.
Absent the tariff�s, yearly infl�ation

likely would already be at the Fed’s 2%
goal, economists have said.

But the tariff�s,whichhadminimal ef-
fects on consumer prices through the
fi�rst fi�vemonths of 2025, began deliver-
ing a bigger blow in June, and forecast-
ers expect a growing impact on the cost
of goods over the next few months.
Duties already in eff�ect for weeks or

months include a 30% tax on Chinese
imports, 50% on steel and aluminum
and 25% on foreign cars. The average
U.S. tariff� rate has jumped from less
than 3% in January to 15% to 20%.
Retailers and manufacturers cush-

ioned the hit to consumers by stocking
up on inventory before the levies took
eff�ect and absorbing some cost in-
creases themselves, among other strat-
egies. But economists say those tactics
largely have played out.

The cost of goods likely to be aff�ected
by tariff�s turned in a mixed showing in
the July report. Furniture prices in-
creased 0.9%, and video and audio
products rose 0.8%. But apparel ticked
up just 0.1%, and toys were up 0.2%.
“Some monthly variation in price

changes is normal and it remains the
case that prices have risen the most
since January for goods that are primar-
ily imported,” economist Sam Tombs of
Pantheon Macroeconomics wrote in a
note to clients.
The White House has reached deals

with trading partners such as Japan,
South Korea, Vietnam and the U.K. that
set tariff�s at 10% to 20%. On Aug. 7,
Trump imposed levies of 10% to 50% on
dozens of countries that didn’t reach

agreements with the United States.
In otherwords, themost far-reaching

charges are looming.
By year’s end, Barclays expects over-

all infl�ation to reach 3.4% with the core
reading hitting 3.7%.
Although core infl�ation picked up,

someeconomists said themoderate tar-
iff� impact won’t keep the Fed from low-
ering interest rates in September.
The Fed raises rates, or keeps them

higher for longer, to fi�ght infl�ation and
lowers them to stimulate a weak econo-
my. Tariff�s are expected to both raise in-
fl�ation and hobble growth, posing a di-
lemma for the central bank as it deter-
mineswhich challenge ismore formida-
ble.
“Although core annual infl�ation is

back to its highest level since February,
today’s CPI print is not hot enough to
derail the Fed from cutting rates in Sep-
tember,” said Seema Shah, chief global
strategist at Principal Asset Manage-
ment. “There is some sign of tariff� pass-
through to consumer prices, but, at this
stage, it is not signifi�cant enough to ring
alarm bells.”
With the labor market seemingly on

solid footing, Fed Chair Jerome Powell
hinted in July that offi�cials could wait
until later in the year to lower rates to
assess the eff�ects of the tariff�s. The cen-
tral bank slashed rates by 1 percentage
point late in 2024 but has paused since
December.
After a dismal jobs report revealed

just 73,000payroll gains in Julyandhis-
torically large downward revisions for
the prior twomonths, Fed funds futures
markets raised the odds of a September
rate cut to 86%. A report on employ-
ment in August, due out in early Sep-
tember, could determine the Fed’s deci-
sion.

Economy
Continued from Page 1A

The costs of some services increased sharply in July. Airline fares jumped 4%
after falling for several months. Medical care costs rose 0.8%, and car
maintenance and repair bills jumped 1%. JUSTIN SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES FILE

Leon, had 32 wildfi�res raging on Aug. 12
with more than 1,200 fi�refi�ghters in-
volved.
Five of the fi�res were categorized as a

direct threat to nearby populations. In
Leon province, around 3,780 residents
were evacuated, while over 600 resi-
dents of seven towns in Zamora were
also ordered to leave their homes.
In northern Portugal, more than

1,300 fi�refi�ghters backed by 14 aircraft
were battling three large fi�res. One of
them, in the Vila Real area, has been
burning for 10 days.
Favaios, the local mayor, pleaded for

more government help. “It’s been 10
days of extremely hard fi�ght against the
fl�ames, 10 days that our population is in
panic, without knowing when the fi�re
will knock on their door,” he told broad-
caster RTP.
With two Portuguese waterbombing

planes in need of repair, authorities on
Aug. 11 requested help from Morocco,
which sent two replacement planes.
A heat wave that brought temper-

atures of more than 100 degrees to
northern Portugal in the past week
showedsigns of abating onAug. 12,with
rain and thunderstorms expected, ac-
cording to weather service IPMA.
Across Albania, swaths of forest and

farmland have been burned bywildfi�res
in the past week.
Helicopters from the Czech Republic,

Slovakia and the United Arab Emirates
assisted the Balkan state to contain 19
separate wildfi�res stoked by strong
winds on Aug. 12.

In neighboring Montenegro, authori-
ties backed by helicopters from Serbia
and Croatia contained a wildfi�re near
the capital, Podgorica, on Aug. 12, with
the city covered by smoke.
Resident Dragana Vukovic told Reu-

ters against the backdrop of her home’s
smoldering rafters: “Everything that
can be paid for and bought will be com-
pensated, but the memories that
burned in these four rooms and the attic
cannot be compensated.”
In Greece at Europe’s southernmost

tip, wildfi�res forced the evacuation of
several villages and a hotel on the tour-
ist islands of Zakynthos andCephalonia
in the Ionian Sea along with four other
parts of the mainland.
“Winds are strong, and thewildfi�re is

out of control,” Zakynthos Mayor Yior-
gos Stasinopoulos told Greek public
broadcaster ERT.
Another 85fi�refi�ghters and10 aircraft

fought to stop a fi�re reaching houses
near thewesternGreek townofVonitsa.
The picture was similar in Turkey,

where a large blaze in the northwestern
province of Canakkale burned for a sec-
ond day after hundreds of residents
were evacuated in precaution.
Wildfi�res in Canakkale’s Ezine and

Ayvacik districts, which saw theCanak-
kale airport and the Dardanelles Strait
closed on Aug. 11, were largely brought
under control by Aug. 12. But blazes in
the city center in the southern part of
the strait were still burning, Agriculture
and Forestry Minister Ibrahim Yumakli
said in a post on X.

MADRID – Firefi�ghters across Spain,
Portugal, Greece, Turkey and the Bal-
kans were battling wildfi�res on Aug. 12
with another heat wave pushing tem-
peratures over 100 degrees Fahrenheit
across parts of Europe.
Global warming is giving the Medi-

terranean region hotter, drier summers,
scientists say, with wildfi�res surging
each year and sometimes whipping up
into “whirls.”
“We are being cooked alive; this can-

not continue,” said Alexandre Favaios, a
mayor in Portugal, as three fi�res burned.
On the outskirts of the Spanish cap-

ital, Madrid, a fi�re killed a man working
at a horse stable and reached some
houses and farms but was contained by
Aug. 12, regional authorities said.
To the south in Tarifa, on Spain’s

coast close to Morocco, beachgoers and
celebrity chef JoseAndresfi�lmedfl�ames
and black smoke on the hills above ele-
gant whitewashed villas.
More than 2,000 people were evacu-

ated from Tarifa as the fi�re – believed to
have started in eucalyptus and pine for-
ests – spread, offi�cials said. Helicopters
doused the blaze with seawater.
In Albania andMontenegro, authori-

ties issued a heat wave warning as tem-
peratures reached 100.

Germany issued heat warnings for
much of the country on Aug. 11, with
temperatures above 86 expected until
Aug. 15.
In Italy, red heat alerts were issued

for 16 cities; while in France, authorities
declared red or orange weather alerts
for much of the country.
In Spain, temperatures were set to

reach 111 in some regions, according to
meteorology service AEMET. Minimal
rainfall and windy conditions were ex-
pected to exacerbate the risk.
Spain’s Interior Ministry declared a

“pre-emergency,” putting national ser-
vices on standby to support fi�refi�ghting.
Almost 1,000 members of the armed
forces are already helping.
Spain’s largest region, Castile and

Europe fi�res hit tourism spots, forests
Alerts declared as heat
waves raise temperatures

David Latona and Pietro Lombardi
REUTERS

Anglers fi�sh as smoke rises from a
wildfi�re in the area of A Espasa, Spain,
on Aug. 12. VIOLETA SANTOS MOURA/REUTERS


