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New Wildlight district to feature 19-mile
trail network and homes by top builders

A conceptual rendering of the Garden District’s first amenity, the Oak Hammock, featuring the Gear Shed
and community gathering place known as Heirloom House.
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Story Highlights

Wildlight launches 4,700-acre Garden District expansion emphasizing

outdoor living.
Garden District features 19-mile trail network and 13-mile riverfront
park.
Up to 4,100 homes planned with 2,000 acres dedicated to

conservation.

Wildlight is taking the next step in its “town in nature” vision with the launch
of the Garden District, a 4,700-acre expansion designed to immerse residents
and visitors in Northeast Florida’s natural landscapes.

The new district, announced Sept. 22, will feature homes by Toll Brothers,
Perry Homes, David Weekley Homes and Ashton Woods. Unlike the bustling
Town District — where restaurants, retail and homes are woven together — the
Garden District emphasizes serene, outdoor-focused living.

“The Garden District represents the evolution of the Wildlight story, with a
stronger connection to the natural environment,” said Wes Hinton, Vice
President of Wildlight, in a statement. “We sought out builders who not only
create exceptional homes but also understand our vision for a community
where nature is an integral part of daily life. This new district will provide
residents and the public with unparalleled access to nature and a way of life
that is truly unique to Wildlight.”

By James Cannon – Editor in Chief, Jacksonville Business Journal
Sep 23, 2025
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Trails, parks and public access

At the heart of the expansion is a 19-mile trail network that will link

neighborhoods to an array of outdoor amenities.

The district will also serve as the starting point for the Green Ribbon, a planned
13-mile linear park along the St. Marys River bluffs that will offer public river
access for the first time.

Residents will gain a new amenity hub at Oak Hammock, featuring a
clubhouse, fitness center, pool, playground and the “Gear Shed,” which will
stock bicycles and outdoor equipment for residents and visitors exploring the
Green Ribbon.

Wildlight has also set aside land in the Garden District for a 53-acre Nassau
County park and a future elementary school to serve the growing population.

A conceptual rendering of Wildlight’s Garden District entrance at Riverbluff Parkway off Chester
Road.
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Sustainable growth

Builders and first neighborhoods

Located seven miles east of the Town District and accessible by a future
entrance on Chester Road, the Garden District dedicates 2,000 acres
to conservation.

Plans call for up to 4,100 homes. Construction is also underway on Riverbluff
Parkway, an east-west roadway expected to relieve State Road 200 congestion
while serving as a hurricane evacuation route.

The Garden District continues Wildlight’s approach of blending development

with preservation. Inspired by the “Florida Lowcountry,” the master-planned
community devotes about half its land to green space, trails and parks while
introducing residential, retail, schools and medical services.

The first neighborhood, Bellflower, will debut with homes by Toll Brothers and
Perry Homes on 50-, 60- and 70-foot lots.

Additional neighborhoods — Woodlyn and Mayfield — will follow with homes by
David Weekley Homes and Ashton Woods.

“Toll Brothers is proud to be part of the Garden District at Wildlight,” said Greg
Netro, Group President of Toll Brothers in North Florida, in a statement. “Our
homes will complement the community's focus on nature and outdoor living,
providing residents with high-quality, sustainable homes that align with this
unique vision.”

Model homes are expected to open by mid-2026, with more builders to

be announced.
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Sign up here  for the Business Journal’s free morning and afternoon
daily newsletters to receive the latest business news impacting the First
Coast, and download our free app to get breaking news alerts on your
phone.
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